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Friday, October 19,2001

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 l2'b Street, SW
Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Colorado Northwestern Community College
Attn: Chris Brubaker, WestCEL Coordinator
500 Kennedy Drive
Rangely, Colorado 81648
Phone: 970-675-3287
cbrubaker@westceLorg I

n • OOCKET FILE C()I)¥-OOIGINAL

')

Applicant: WestCEL
Billed Entity Number: 210085
471 Application Number: 266135

No. of CoPies reG'd a
U8lABCDE

In the matter of: Request for Review by WestCEL of Decision of Universal S&:e
Administrator ~ ~~

~
IP ~

CC Docket Nos. 96-4sjand 97-21 0 ;>?'0_~
V) •

~i$,

All of the Funding Requests on the Form-471 Application were "Denied in full" for
failing to meet the 28-day waiting period ofthe posting of the Form-470.

According to the response of the Appeal of Administrators Decision, dated October I,
200 I, "FCC rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms 470 received
be posted on the website for 28 days prior to your signing and/or submitting your Form
471."

WestCEL is requesting an appeal ofthis decision based on a limited circumstance.

Please note in the Appeal of Administrators Decision, first bullet, they did not respond to
my inquiry about their posting of material on their website pertaining to the filing
deadline of the Form 470.

As outlined in my initial appeal, I was completely new to the E-rate discounts program
and nothing on their website, prior to December 20th

, indicated what the official filing
deadline for a Form 470 was so that a person could have it posted for 28 days and still
make the Form 471 filing deadline of January 18.
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VVednesday, August 22, 2001

Letter of Appeal
Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
VVhippany, NJ 07981

Colorado Northwestern Community College
Attn: Chris Brubaker
500 Kennedy Drive
Rangely, Colorado 81648
Phone: 970-675-3287
Fax: 970-675-3343
cbrubaker@westcel,org

Appeal of Funding Commitment Decision Letter

Applicant Name: VVestCEL
Applicant Contact: Chris Brubaker
Applicant Address: 500 Kennedy Drive, Rangely, CO 81648
Applicant Phone: 970-675-3287
Applicant E-mail: cbrubaker@westcel.org

Form 471 Application Number: 266135
Funding Year - 4: 07/0112001 - 06/30/2002
Billed Entity Number: 210085

Denial
All FRN's were denied based on "28 Day VVaiting Period Violated."
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: 'The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration ofthe 28-day waiting period from the day of the posting of the
Form 470 to the SLD web Site."



Applicant Name: WestCEL
Applicant Contact: Chris Brubaker
Applicant Address: 500 Kennedy Drive, Rangely, CO 81648
Applicant Phone: 970-675-3287
Applicant E-mail: cbrubaker@westcel.org

Form 471 Application Number: 266135
Funding Year - 4: 07/0112001 - 06/30/2002
Billed Entity Number: 210085

1.) I was hired by the WestCEL project in May of 2000. Not having worked with
telecommunications I was new to the entire process of filing for E-rate discounts. I
followed what was submitted in prior years, but did not understand filing deadlines and
"open windows for filing." I was not sure of the window deadlines between filing a
Form-470 and then a Form-47I. I never saw any information on the USAC web-site that
indicated one must file the 470 no later than December 20, 2000 in order to make the 28­
day posting and still meet the 471 window closing.

2.) On January 16,2001 it became apparent that I was going to miss the window closing for
the Form-47I by waiting for the 28-day posting period of the Form-470. This would
mean the WestCEL request would be rejected outright. I choose to file eight (8) days
before the end ofthe 28 day period because; (a) I did not want to miss the filing deadline
for the Form-47I and have the application rejected outright; (b) I knew that WestCEL
was going to continue to use the same telecommunications Service Providers they have
used over the past four years; and (c) I had seen copies of signed contracts with major
telecommunication Service Providers that were valid through June, 2002 by WestCEL,
d.b.a. NWBOCES.

3.) The WestCEL Consortium provides its members with Internet access, compressed-video
courses between schools, web hosting for schools, and e-mail. It has point-to-point T-I
lines located at16 different high schools, in 12 different school districts. Without e-rate,
current FRN's total over $125,000, the consortium will not be able to provide their
students with this educational advantage.

4.) I would greatly appreciate your consideration of this oversight on my part and reconsider
allowing for the FRN's to be approved as submitted.

erely,

Chris Brubaker
WestCEL Coordinator

Cc: Colorado Department ofEducation, CDE, Commissioner Moloney
Jan Wilder, CDE Special Projects Coordinator

--_...._-_ .. ----._...._._.
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In the matter of: Request for Review by WestCEL of Decision of Universal Service
Administrator

CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21

Applicant: WestCEL
Billed Entity Number: 210085
471 Application Number: 266135

It wasn't until early January that I finally figured out that I was going to miss the closing
date for filing the Form 471 and as indicated in my appeal, I had the choice of either
filing early, or waiting the full 28 days and filing the Form 471 after the window closed,
which then would have meant my application would have been rejected outright.

I am requesting that FCC overturn the Administrator's Decision on the basis of
instlfficient information being provided by USAC regarding the filing deadline of the
Form-470.

Also I am asking for relief on behalf of the 12 different school districts located in the
rural and remote parts of northwest and west central Colorado. Without this funding,
amounting to $125,000, the consortium will not survive and these schools and districts
will loose all of their telecommunications connections including both video-conferencing
capabilities and access to the Internet by their students.

Respectfully yours,

~-
Chris Brubaker
WestCEL Coordinator

Enclosures: WestCEL Appeal of Funding Commitment Decision Letter
Administrator's Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2001-2002



OCT~IG-01 02:1BPM FROM-Colorado North.eitern Comm.Colle.e BT0GT51330 T-5G2 P.02/0! F-!BG

Univenal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Adminlstratnr's DecisloQ OD Appeal- Flllldlag Year 2001·2002

October I. 2001

Chris Brubltkcr
WcstCEL
500 KelUledy Drive
Rangely, CO 81648

- '. ~:...,

Re: Billed Entity Number:
471 Application Number:
Funding Request Number(s):

Your Con-espondence Date4:

, _~ _~_, :. .. <--' ". ' , •. e., '. _. _.

210085
266135
703980. 704000, 704006, 704007,704010,
704014,704017,704018.704023.704040,
704041,704042,704044,704053,704054,
704055,704056. 704057, 704058,70405~,
704060.704061. 704062, 7040~,704071,
704073, 704077, 704081, 704084. 704089,
704100.704103,704104, 7041Q7, 704111. ­
704113,704114.704117,706043,706045.
706046
AIlgt4&t 21. 200I

After thOTOllgA review and investigation ofall relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division ("SLO") ofthe Umversl\1 S~ce Allministrative CompanY ("USAC'')~made
its decision in Tegani to YOIll appeal ofSLO's Year FOIll Funding Commil1Jlent Decision
fOT the Application Number indicated above. This lener explains the basis ofSLO's
decision. The* oftlUs teller begins the 30-daytime period for appe:mng this decision

. -fa~r:~£P.IP!fJ~~q~..;~lMY~iOIlJ'f'fX;':1If.yp.lY:~gUlIWl\UIQhtded ,~._--' -_.
--- .,..~- - - - -ii!oi'e't1WiOiie"APJllicatiori 1I/iiinber, please note that for each application for which an

appeal is submitted, a separate lener is sept,

Euwling ReQuest Nt!lneer: 703980,704000.704006,704007,704010.704014. - _
704017.704018,704023.704040,704041,704042. 704044.704053,704054,704055,
104056,704057, 704058, 704059, 704060, 704061, 704062, 704068, 704071, 704073.
704077,704081.704084,704089,704100.704103,704104,704107, 704Hl, 704U3,
704114,704117,706043,706045,706046
Decision on Appeal: Denleelln tuJI
Explanation:

/lOx 125 - C~ndeti~e UnJ~ &0 Soulb J<IfersoJ> Roll<\, Wl!jppallll, New Jersey ll7llS1
Vi.l! U5 PDlinell: 1lItp.l/WWW.sLunivelOalSoWir:e./ltfI

.... , '.



OCT-16-01 02:27PM FROM-Color.do Northwestern Comm.Col le,e 9706753330 T-565 P.03/03 F-3B6

• Your appeal sated that yOIl cUd not unde1Stand filing deadlines and "open windows
for filing." y Q~ never SllW any informalion 0\:1 tilt USJ\C website that indicated one
mllst file the 470 DO later than December 20.2000 i:Q ordef to mllke the 28-4ay
posting lIIId still meet the 471 window closing. Y011 chose to file eight days before
the.entl oflhe 28-4ay waiting period because you cUll not want to miss the filing
deadline for the Form 471 and·bave the application rejected outright..

• Your Form 470 (ApplicationNumbet: 144930000341174) was posted on 1212712000. In
your Fmm 470 Receipt Notification Letter. SLD uotiJied you that that the eafliest date
upon whiell you could sign aud submit your Fonn471 was 0112412001. You bave not
clailned that Utis Form 471 relate!! to acUffemn Farm 470 other than the Form 470
iudicaUld above. Consequently. SLD denies your appeal because your application did l10l
cllll3Plywith the cotnpetitive biddingrequirement that your Form 470 bep0ste4 on the
website fof 28 days prior to yourllignins llQdi'or subD:littini yourf'o~ 471.

'.__ '." . "..:. " '. ;" _ 'C~,. ".. ' .'~.: ._" _" ~~•••.•~_ '": ~__ . ,__ "_"•• _ ._,.:.... ....-= .. --.:--~. ,.~ ......_...... : __ .. _" .".. .',:, ..
• You signed and/or submiued your Fonn 471 prior to the ClqJiration oflhe 28 day

posting period. FCC rules require thaI except UUlter !ilniteQ circumstaDces. au FlIlI11S
470 receivcc1 be posted on the website for 28 days, lIIId 1hat llPplicants clll"CfU!ly
cOllSider iln bids received before selectil'lg a vendor. entering into an aweement or
signing a contract, and signing.and sublIIitting a Fonn·471. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.504.
54.51Ha), ((:). FCC rules further require that the .AQmini~ator send the appliCllDl a'
confirmatioD whim the Form 470 has been posted.~ ill!orm the applicant ofthe
date after which the applicant may sigu a contract with the vendor it sel~. See 47
C.F.ll. § S4.504(b)(4). Th* competitive biddip,g requitements help etlS\ll'fltbat
llPplicants receive thelowesi pre-discount price from ventlors. See FederQl-Srt~le

Joinl BOQrd on Universal S1!Yllice, CC Docket No. 96-45. Order on Reconsideration,
lHCC Red 10095,10098' 9 (1997).

If you believe there is a basis for further eltamination of YOur application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal CommurlicatiollS Commission, OffICe of the Secreta:tY. 44S 12th

Street. SW, Room TW-A325, Washington, DC 20554. !,lease referCl1lCe CC Docket Nos.
96-45 and 97-21 on the first PlISe of your 1lPPea!.!lP(ore prClp~ and submiuiX\i yaur
11\1 Fcoal, pi Baso be sw:e to P"'I'iew ·tbe.llCC'- plies eoncealiAg .tbe-:.til~ot:·llSI appeal af:jU1~ -,'.-.- --'- ::­
AdministrlllQr's Decision, which are posted aD the website at <www.universalservice.Qrg:>.
Yo.. mllst file yo..r appeal widl die FCC DO later thaD 30 days from the date OD Qlis
letter f~r )'opr appel' to be filed in a timely flllibioD. .

We thank YQU for yow continued S\lPPOtt, patience, and cooperatioJl during the appeal
process,

Schools and librllries DiVisioJl
Universal Service Administrative Company

Illl" 125 -Correspondence UIIiI. 80 SOlllh Jetl'mon Rllad.·WhiPJlll!lY. New Jemy0'l981
Vi>jl y, anJiII. or. hlfp./JIlWW.$LUtliYellalSllMce.1lIII


